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Basic Christianity by John Scott
In his book Basic Christianity, John Scott gives his views concerning the nature and life Jesus Christ.  In chapter two of his book (The Claims of Christ), Scott states that there is no Christianity without Christ.  Jesus claimed to be the son of God and came to reveal and redeem his people.  Scott classifies Christ’s claims into four categories: His self-centered teaching, indirect claims to be the Messiah, his indirect claims of God’s authority, and his dramatic claim. 
Christ's identity can be easily identified from his claims about himself. From his assertions, he describes himself as the eternal son of God and the promised Messiah. In his self-centered teachings, Jesus described himself as one that Moses wrote about. Additionally, he claims to be the bread of life where those who come to him will be satisfied and quenched eternally. In other scenarios, Jesus taught that he was the Messiah. Jesus continues to teach that God, his Father sent him and that whatever he teaches was God's command. In other circumstances, he gives indirect claims of God's authority through his power to forgive sins and judge the world or bestow life (Stott, 2017). Through his miracles and parabolical teachings, Jesus testified of his power and authority from God the Father. In his indirect claims, Christ claims to have the ability to forgive sins as seen in Mark 2:1-12 when He healed the paralytic. Again He forgives a woman of her sins after she anointed him with oil and worshipped him (Luke 7:36-50). Another indirect claim is his ability to bestow life. In his acts of raising the dead, Christ claimed to bestow life. He also claimed to judge the world.  His dramatic claims are demonstrated by the miracles he performed such as turning water into wine, feeding the five thousand, opening the eyes of the blind man, healing the deaf man, and raising Lazarus from the dead.
Chapter 3 of Scott’s book is about the character of Christ. Here, Scott explains how Christ’s claims were justifiable for three reasons-consistency in his words and deeds, his exclusive claims, and his unique character. The claims from people about the identity of Jesus are also another form of revealing the identity of Jesus. Many people claim to be superior, famous, and great in their capacity, but few people can confirm the same about them. However, because of Christ, the situation was different since after his various claims about being sent from God and having God's authority. There was enough evidence from people that his character was unique and that God could only make his claims (Stott, 2017). Having walked closely with him for three years, the disciples of Jesus had been taught much by him, thus had a testimony about him. Peter testified of him like a lamb that had no blemish. John also gave a testimony of him that he was revealed to humankind so that he could take away the sins of men.  
In chapter four of his book, Scott talks about the resurrection of Christ from the dead. According to Scott, resurrection from the dead is a unique illustration of the identity of Jesus in a unique way that no one can doubt the true identity of Jesus. Jesus died a death just as many human beings do and did in his time on Earth (Stott, 2017). However, his resurrection is unique since no human beings ever resurrected as he did. Additionally, after his resurrection, he ascended to heaven and did not die again like men who resurrected did. His resurrection happened with a reason for were it not for the occurrence, the promise that he had gone to prepare a place for saints would be in vain. 
I have learned that Christ is the Promised Messiah that died for our redemption in the two chapters. Through the washing away of our sins, he offered himself as a perfect sacrifice for us to be reconciled back to God. Therefore, without Christ, there is no Christianity, for He is the foundation and the cornerstone of the church. Through Christ Jesus, I am forgiven, and I should walk in freedom, knowing that I have been forgiven.
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